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Regular size specimen containers (15 cc or 20 cc) are filled with 10% 
neutral buffered formalin.  Large specimen containers (60 cc) are 
filled with Pen-Fix, a commercial fixative which contains both formalin 
and a variety of alcohols which result in improved fixation of large 
and/or fatty specimens.  Both formalin and alcohols are potentially 
dangerous substances. 
 
OSHA regulations require that any laboratory which supplies you with 
formalin-containing fixatives also provide you with information about 
the possible health effects of these fixatives and how to deal with 
spills and exposure.  This information is detailed on the attached data 
sheets.  If you follow our recommended packing and shipping 
instructions, significant formalin exposure should not occur. 


